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A note on the Coimbatore Earthquake of 8 February 1900

K.L. BA U

JleleoroingicaJ OjJi"e• .Yem Del".
tReceioe! 20 J llly 19(j:j)

ARSTR.~C'I'. An ea rthquake or moderat e int e -r..i }- I~t itlt origt u occu rred nea r CoilllbstoJ"(' on
8 FebruRry 11K)" end WSfI widely (fOlt over Mout h Ir-da. It 11811 been determh ed that I he eart hqua ke ha d
a ureg ni t ude of t he Orrl f' 1 of fi anll depth of 7fl km. Tht· earthqua ke i~ l;ignin<'8 u t because of th e feet
th at in Kfllll h Indi a we ra rely J,:'t't eart hquakes of sur-h dept h.

The first of these eart hquakes occurred
near tho " rest Coast of India and was, accord.
ing: to Bullure (lOOt), a very severe nne, as a
consequence of which the \r"ya pi Is land

tremors are , however, received from different
part.s of the Peninsula from time to time.
III most of th ese cases, thero has been prncti­
... lIy no significant damage to any structuro
or 10"" of tillman life. Geologists have uttri­
but ed t he causes of t hese t remors to minor
crustal roarljustm ents during which process
releuso of energy is so negligible that on many
cccas ious those tremors are not recorded by
RoC isllIogra,phs operating even a few hundred
miles aw"y.

N'ev('r thcleSR the Peninsula has at times
exhibited seismic activity which has been
rospousibh- for ca using some damage to
struct ures. A lint uf such eart hq uakes prior to
l!XIO A. D. compiled by )Ii!ne (1911) uud
ot hers ii given below-

•

1. Introduction

An carthquuke of a ppreciable inte nsity
reeked almost th e whole aren below Lat.
H eN in south ludic at about 3-10 .-\. ' 1. on
8 February 1000. Reports of damage " well
as of peculiar experience of the people to
whom earthquakes arc relat ively a novelty
pou red to IIcwspa per offices from va rious
parts of SOIlt.l1 Ind ia . TIll: H indu from
Madras has preserved copies of the pap;m~

containing th ese reports and these were very
kindly nllpplied to the author by t he a bove
pa.per . Tnhle 1 givee II, summary of t hese
reports. H will he seen from Tabl e 1 th at the
southwest Peninsu la suffered the maximum
dnmage. 'l'hese reports as well as B few others
received from meteorological observers have
been util ised for drawing au isoseismnl ffilJ.P

which is reproduced in Fig. 1. The int ensit ies
um given in Modified . [crcalli Scale, It will be
wen from the isosoismal map that the maxi­
mum int ensit y occurred ncar about Co onoor
and Coimbatoro, indicat ing thereby tha t the
epicent re WfL'! close to those places. The shock
W3S fclt over an area of 96,noo sq . miles,

2, Earlier history

The Deccan Plat(,lIlI is supposed to he a
stabl e region where earthquakes of a ny
significance do not norm ally occur, This
is mainly heea use the Peninsula represents u
sruhlc block of the earth 's crust which has
remained unaff..cted since prac tically the
dose of I'rccumbrinu era. Reports of slight
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