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Rainfall and Floods during 1963 Southwest Monsoon period'

1. Introduction

The total minfnll during the southwest
monsoon period of 1963 was almost normal
over the country outside ) [nrathwatla nud
Konkan where it was above normal. Due to
the absence of normal activity' of depressions
from th e Bay of Bengal , th e )Ionsoon activity
was pa rti cularly feeble d uring th e month of
July ov er north and eentrnl parts of India. A
very striking feature of this year's floods was
their frequent 1'('('.\1I' 1'ellCO in Himulayan rivers
du e to heavy rninfull iu th e hilly catchment
areue assoc iated with shifting of the axis of
the seasona l trough of low pressure to the foot
of the H imalayas, resul tin g in " break' mon
1$001\ couditiuns ill tile plains. Assam also had
n series of flood s d uring Junej.Iuly due to the
-arue reason. )lnjol' floods occurred in west
Doll. , und its Ili..·jghhoul'hood ill the month
of September muin ly due to the l'a:,,;slll!c of
deep depression from till' Bay. III these
floods about :WU persons were reported to
have lost th eir lives, [u ,OOO village" were
affected and property worth several crores
wns damaged . Another noteworthy feat ure
of' tho season wag a major flood in Vidar bha
region in the month of Augnst . Heavy to
very heavy ra ins ill th is region were l'('SPUIl

sible for flooding of the rivers and widespread
damage and devastation. The season 's floods
o ver the entire country ca used the death of
more than ~ ::iO persons an d about 2.1 lukh
people a nd 9000 villages were adve rsely
affected. An unusual ma ni festa t ion of heavy
rain WI\S floods created by t he cloud bnrS't.
at Pehal garn in Kashmir on 20 July 1963
ill which about uO P Cl'SOll lS were reported to
have perished.

2. Chid featuresof rainfall

The Arnbian SCI' branch of th e southwest
monsoon advanced into ext reme south Kcrala
by about th e normal dute, In association with
au upper air trough over cast central Arabian
Sea, it ex tended northwards along the west
coast upto south Konkan by 5 June 1963.
.A low pressure area which persisted over the
cast. central Arabi an Sea 01T the Konkan
Knnara coast during the second week of
June was responsible for extending the mon
soon fur th er into Guja rnt by about 12 Jnne.

The Bay branch of monsoon advan ced in to
northeast India under the influence of a
depression which formed over the head
n ay on u J une and moved northnortheast 
wards, The monsoon advanced thereafter
ra th er slowly and by about 20 June it had
extended over th e centra l parts ofthe country
and eaat D. P. It exte nded into cast Rnja sthan
und west. V.I'. under th e inilucnce of a Bay
depression which formed on 2:~ June with
centre ab out 100 kill south of Rangoon,
It crossed the coast ncar Calingapatam on
26th and weakened into a. low prcssure
area over Vidnrbha awl adjoining Telengan a
0 11 2i th. Further ad vunce of monsoon into the
rest ofthe country occurred on ab out 10 July,
nearly 10 days lat e. It happened in asso
ciation with a Buy depression which formed
about 150 km southsoutheas t of Calcutta
on 4 July which filled up over west V.P.
on 10 July.

The monsoon withdrew on 18 September
from J ammn and Kashmir, Punjab (India)
a nd West Rajasthan. It withdrew further
from cast Ilajasthun, Himachal Pradesh, wese
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