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A B:;';T1-tAGT. In this sl udy the available daily precip ita t ion r('~rtltl of t he two min gaugo

stattone nearest t o t he Everest mnsslf ha ve ) ('('11 ~ t ll (Ii (>(1 with n vj t'W 10 examine t he 11illtribll t io/l

IIf prcclpi tnt ton in t he nctghbourhood of the.' highest peak in ti lt' world.

1. Introduction

)[ollnt Everest (29,002 ft ), tJIO highest.
moun ta in in th e world is situnte.l {Lut.,
2; °59' ~, Long. 86' 55' E) 011 the great H ima
laya n ran ge. A trek of nearly 15 to 20 days
t hrough t he eastern Nepal from t he railhead
at J aiuagar in north Bihar takes one to the
Khumhu glacier (16,000 ft ) situated at th e
foot of the E verest massif Thi s glacier has its
source in t he we..s tern Cwm, It hidden valley
of rock and ice which is enclosed h)' the lofty
wall of the Lhotse (27,890 ft) -Nuptsc (2.5,850
ft) an d tho western ridge of th e Ev erest (Fig.
1). Tho su.mmit of'tbo Everest rises in one great
cont inuous 8weep through nearly SOOO ft
from the bot tom of t his valley. Before
ac t ually reaching t II(' Khumbu glacier from th e
Indian plain -e , one has to cross innumerable
and almost parallel H imalayan ranges
whose average hl'igh t lies between 5000 ft,
near t he Torai plains and 15/)00 ft and
a bove ncnr the great H imalayan range.

2. Past expeditions to the Bverest and their weather
records

Since 1852, when t he height of Moun t
E verest was fi rst. deter mined, moun tain eers
a ll over t he world have heen att rac ted b),
t he highest mounta in in t he world. However
regulnr mountn iuceriug expeditions to t his
monntnin sta rtell with t he first Briti sh
Expedit ion of 1921. Up to 19:18 all the
E verest expeditions followed 1" he northern

route t hrough south Tibet. 13)' th is route
t he final approach to th e Summit, was a lol1~

the East Rongbuk ~l lacier which lay a t t he
foot of north face of the I ~ vcre"t. \Vith t he
closure of t he Tibetan rout e after th e Second
' Vorld ' Val', a new route to t he E VCI'C'::.; t
through eastern N~pal was d iscovered by
Shipton ill th e aut umn of 1951. By t his rout e
t he summit of t he Everes t could also be
reached through Sout h Col (25,SfiO fl )
which Ill)' at t he head of weste rn CWIII.
Pract ically, nil the Everest. exped itions
during t he last fifteen YCflrs ha ve followed
t he Xepal route find t he Summit has success
full)' been climbed in 1!)fi3, 1956 and 1963
by the Bri tish , Swiss and Amer ican expe
ditions respect ively .

Almost nil major expedit ious to t he
Everest eit her t hrough 'I'ihet, or Nepal
have recorded th e actual weat her experien
ced over f1l111 ncar t he mounta in dl1 rj n~

t heir periods of acclimati zation, explo
ra t ion and climbing. As t hese observut ions
do not cover n period longer than n few
mon ths , t he usefulness of these observat ions
is ra ther limited for any climato logical
st udy of this region . ill um inat ing art icle,",
on Himalayan meteorology <\11(1 weath er
with special reference to the E verest region
have been written by various workers 1I0t

able among th em heing Se-n find Chatterjee
(1931), Burrnrd et al. (1931), and )!ason
























