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Rainfall and Floods during 1964 Southwest Monsoon period*

t, Intreduetlen

The seasonal rainfall during the southwest
monsoon period was nearly normal except
in Pu njab, west Ut tar Pradesh, Andbra
Pradesh and Mysore where rainfall was
appreciably above normal. The States
which were affected by floods were Assam,
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar , Punjab, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Union
Territory of Delhi. Heavy incessnut rains
in the plain. of north India caused local
flooding and damage. In West Bengal and
Assam, floods occurred as a result of ex­
cessive rains over the upper reaches of the
catchment areas nnd subsequent over­
flowing of the rivers. The outstanding
features of the season are-

(I) Highest ever rainfall recorded during
July in Delhi,

(2) Heavy ra ins and consequent floods
in Punjab (India) and adjoining
areas during the month of J uly,
and

(3) Heavy rainfall in the coastal dis­
tricts of Andhra Pradesh and
Guntur, Kurnool and Mehbub­
nagar distri cts during the lust
week of September result ing in
high floods in coastal rivers and
also Krishna river.

According to a statement made in the
Parliament on 7 September 1964, it was
estimated that tbe total area affected by
flood. during the year t ill then was 55 lakh
acres including 24 lakh acres of cropped
area. The tota l number of villages affec­
ted was 15,714. The loss of crops was esti­
mated at Rs, 19·5 crores and 65 human

lives were lost. Subsequent to this state­
ment in the Parliament, Andhra Pradesh
received heavy rains during the last week
of September.

2. Chief features of rainfall

The Arabian Sea Branch of southwest
monsoon set in over south Kerala on 5 June
191H, about 5 days behind the normal date.
A low pressure area over the east central
Arabian Sen off tbe Kanara coast moving
in a northerly direct ion intensified into a
severe cyclonic storm of small extent with
a core of hurricane winds by lIth , centred
about 100 km southwest of Veruval. It
recurved and crossed the coast near Naliya
on the next day, rapidly weakened aud by
14 J une dissipated over the Western Hima­
layas. Under its influence monsoon rapidly
advanced northwards and set in over rest
of the west coast by 12 June. Heavy rains
also occurred in Gujarat, Rajasth an and
Punjab (India). According to press reports,
the cyclonic winds and tidal waves which
rose to a height of about 15 feet caused
considerable loss of life and property along
the Kath iawar coast.

The Bay Branch of monsoon extended
over Assam by II June and oyer the rest
of northeast India by 15th. A low pressure
area which formed over northwest Bay
of Bengal on 18 J une moved inland on 20th
and la)· over northeast )ladhya Pradesh
and adjoining east Utt ar Pradesh uptill
25th. Under its influence monsoon extended
into east Uttar Pradesh and most parts of
)Iadhya Pradesh and Gujarat State by this
date. A low pressure area which developed
over north Orissa and adjoining West Bengal
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