
3.1. 7 Jr" y 196,)- TIROS photograph for
7 May at 0627 m IT indicates the existence of
disturbed areas in the Bay of Bengal. }' ig. 2
shows an irregular unorganised cloud rna.'\.i of
con...iderable extent. The surface isobaric analysis
at 0600 G) IT (not reproduced) shows at least
one closod isobar with rts centre near L·\t , 8 ·5°N
and Long, fH ·BOB. Wind speed in the immediate
vicinity of the cent re of circulat ion could not he
escertained due to lack of ships observations.
However, at 1200 G) IT a ship at a distance of
about 225 km towards northwest reported a wind
of 15 knots from };1\"E direct ion (}'ig. :1). The
cyclonic circulation extended beyond 71JO-mb
level. The disturbance nw"t prob"bly had reach..1
tho tropical depression stsge at tho time tI",
TIROS photograph was taken.

for 3000-ft level pertaining to tho hour of chart-,
To avoid congestion on charts, isotueh patterns
ur ' not shown. I n view of the usefulness of neph­
analysis in understanding TIROS photographs,
the nephaualyses of 10-12 )Iay arc also present "I.
01 1 these diugrnms are also superimposed th e 0600
G)IT synoptic cloud obsorvutions.

3. Chronology

Tho tropical storm had it. origin in an oastorl"
wave. The time cross-section chart for I)u~t
Blair during ,1 to 8 )Iay is shown in Fil!. 1.
The 24-hour height changcs in this diagram have
been plotted in the cent re of the 24-hour interval.
The chart shows the passage of an easterly wave
at about 12 m IT of 6 ~Iay. It waa probably
more pronounced to the south of Port Blair .
The p?Ssage of an upper trough between 400 and
200'mb level was also seen to have taken place
at about 12 mIT of 7 May. The superposition of
low level convergence associated with the lJ38.sage
of the easterly wave and the divergence due to
upper trough seems to have caused intensification
of the system and ultimate development of the
storm.
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ABSTR.\Cr. A ....ere troploalatonn hit.the F..ut.P.klsfan ·W.t Bengel ooaat. DMr Lo~. 9lrE on the nlllht of
11.1 2H".. IQM. Sun.aynchronol1S wo:\ther alotelliteTIRO,·9 u, ,,1 to pho tograph tho Bay of Bengal are'\ every day at
about 0600o~lr. The 8m. indlo&tion of rorm!lotiOTl of trop iaal d epreeelon wu obtained on 7 May &ad on 12 May it
1I'U Men b~ld~ up. TIROS phoWgrapht for theta d&Y11 .Ion~ with the aynoptio .itua.ti on have been Clumincd in
the present paper ln order to havo &.c1eU'Idea about \h e development, tntenstty, extension and movement of the
ato rm, 1'holtonn could be follow fairly ayatetnticallydurin; Lbo course on~ life eycle. The teluU. olthi'It-Ddy i.
preeented In the peper.

1. Introduetlon
- Satellite cloud photography has proved to be
a very important tool in the detect ion, trooking
and study of t ropieal cyclones specially over the
oceans where (lata are sparse. From 1\ few ships'
observat ions, it is very difficult to make a composite
pieturo of the extension and patterns of cloud and
of weather distribution. The sate llito cloud
pictures SllOW the exton-ion and dist r ibut ion of
cloud pattern ... well .... reveal the intensity of the
disturbance (Sadler 19M).

A ROver. tropical storm hit the East Pakistan­
Wo.. t Bengal coast near I,ong. !lO~ on the night
of 1\-12 May 1005. The storm nccompaniod
by tidal wnve had caused extensive damage affect­
ing nearly 20 million people. Aceording to pro.ss
reports 5-192 poople died and the re wa< hardly
any sign of human habitation in the large arc.as
close to the Bay of Bongal co....tline.

Sun-synchronous TffiOS-9 photographed the
storm once every day Hear about 0600 G) IT.
that is the lifal noon, The first indication of
formation of a tropical depression was obtained on
7 May and OIL 12 ) Iay it wa s seen to be broakil,g Il(l

against the Himah ya.. and the mountains of YUHan.
The object of this paper is to study some of tho
characteristics of the stonu in the formative anrl
decay stages. Attempt has boon made to estimate
the intensity of the disturbance from the cloud
photographs on consecutive days .

2. Method or analy,ls

In order to study the synopt ic features associated
with the fonmtion, intensification and decay
of the tropical storm, the surface and :100 mb
(etresmlne) charts at 1200 GMT have been pre­
aentod On some da)", between 7 and II ) Iav.
On 12 May when the storm had already oroo.";'l
coast and considerably weakened over land, only
the surface chart 1; presented. In the surface
stream line charts the wind" plotted over land are




















