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The severe cyclonic storm of 11·12 June 1964 in the Arabian

Sea and some of its surface characteristics
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.\ I\.-;T IL \{;r , ,\ <;('\"('rl ' ('n,I"ll i(' ..torm ""hidl d l'\"(·I"lllO(I in the "n" t cent ral Arabian ~('''

ill 1111' "('1"'1111 \ \l'l ' k ,.f J IIIIl' I ! itil . m<ln 'l l nnthwa rd ., Ilml ..truck ti ll' Kuth te war coast ClllI ,.ill~
"'(, I ' i(Ju~ 11 :,,"111'..\ liri.·f account .•f chi" ..tonn t ..~('tLpr wit h tho rr!r"8nt synopt ic fea t ure IUt'
gtvr-n ill llip pnner . The ..tndy rev eal- "unw of t he lIut-f' \\"ort hy surface charneteri-t ics of l b.
s.tor ru in re- pcet "e HlrfaN" rUT"'''" ''''. wind field , Itpt,t'd of mnvemont a nd surface temperature
\\ IIiC'h art' dl eou -scd in tho papt·f.

r . Introduction

In mnny year~ the onset of the sout hwest
monsoon ove r Kernlu occurs ill assocint ion
with the formation of a cyclonic d isturbance
in the southeast Arabian Sea. Such systems
which gCTH'rally move in a north erly din-e
tion cause th e further ndvauce of t he mon
soon 110ft hwards alung the west coast,
Some of these disturbances develop into
depressions; th ose which reach storm in
tensity nrc rare, The onset of the monsoon
over th e west coast of India in Juno 19&1
occurred. in associat ion with such a dis
tu rba nce which intensified into a severe
cyclonic storm and st ruck the Kuthinwar
coast . .A brief account of some of the note
wort hy features assoc ia ted with this storm
are gi~·en in this note.

2. Brief account or Ibe storm

~. I. .\ trough of low pressure developed
over the "nst cent ral Arabian Sea off the
Kallam coast 0 11 G June 196·1. )I onng north
wards it intensified and concentrated into a
depression with centre near Lat. 1j QX and
Long. 71'E by the morning of Bth. There
after, it moved northn orthwestwards and in
tensifled into n cvclonie storm of sma ll ex"
tent by the next~ morning and into a. severe

cyclonic storm by the morning of 11th when
it lay about 90 kill west of Vernvnl. It began
to recurve nort hcastwards from the morning
of l zth and crossed coast just west of Nnliya
during tile late forenoon on 12th. It rapidly
wenkcned into a depression by 13th an d
finally broke lip over the Western Himalayas
by l -I th, The t ruck of the storm is shown in
Fig. I.

~ .~ . According to press reports , the cy
clone whipped lip high intensity tidal
waves, damaging many house , on the sea
coast. Six stea mers in Bedi port near J am
na gar were drifted into the sea , many
country crafts sank and a barge loaded
with baux ite capsized in the stormy sea,
Tweutyseven persons lost their lives due
to the cyclone. According to the information
collected by th e Meteorological Office,
Bombay , two to three furlongs of Asmavathi
road t';gether with the 25-ft wide basement
foundation of the 20·ft high protection wall
along the sea coast was completely washed
away at Porbandar. Tidal waves were
reported to have risen higher th nn at any
time in the past at most of the ports. The
storm tide. were about 6·ft high at Kandla ,
Ht high at Okha and 2-3 ft high at Navlakhi
on 12th.
















